Connoisseur’s

coffee coup |

by Sonia Bojorge

COFFEE lovers wouldn't dream of
starting the day without a fresh
brew in their hands.

Bul, or Kenton Camphell, the day
hezginz and ends with coffee.

' ‘s founder of Farraffas Colfee, a
Gold Coast  business  that  roasis
pourmel collec om (05 premesss  and
seives direns ol varabons of he
dirink. kenton lives and breathes collec.

I1's more than a drink, he says.

It is an experience. [t's that whale
thing where von it down, you smell it,
v take o first sip amd vou lose yoursell
in that cup of coffee,

“It is something that brings iogethe
people from all walks of life.™

Larrallas was namoed aller a gralle,
symirslizsing Eihiopaa, where coflee
oreginaled.

Ihe colfee bean has since travelled
the world, adopted by mamy cultwres,

And Kenton, the former Seniile
expressa carl operator. has made his
formame riding the wave of the coffes
calture that hit Ausiralin.

He says ZarraiTas Coffee originaied
in Seuwthport as a tiny wholesaling
roastery thal stared serving cups of
colfie to hscals.

“TMeople would dank it sittimg on
colifee bags™

Kenion, 30, has been in the collee
Irade since he was 20,

Barm in Californin, the self-aughi
n:nln:rl;n_em.jullluﬁd ;uh-lml gt 14 and
SLAFTEE am Boowd dan CYera '

By the thne he was ngmrrl[un
owned and operated espresso caris

arcumd Seaitle, in the US sinic of
Washingion

The busiling cliv, with over 3000
culTee bars und &0 cspresso caris, is a
colTer capital. he says,

In 1995 Renion camss (o Ausirala as
a colles consullanl.

1 was asked to come o the Ciold
Coast by the Australian Retail Food
Crrowp, hat they withdrew their ofTer.”

Kenton, however, decided o stay

"It was fwte," he swid,

Afiter being imjured in a car accident.
Kenton was Foreed to stay m Australia
e recover. but fell in bove with his
masidge therapisi and now lance,
Kachel Hicks.

“I also Fell o bowve with the CGoldd
Coust and the way of lile here.™

However, he decided the coffee
meieded somse imprivemcat.

*1 went around tasting coffec and
thomught | woudd do something about
in,” he sand.

In 1986, Kenton and Hicks opened &
whinlesaling roastery on Pinter Dirive in
Southport, serving eodTes 1o the public,
e 1o popular demand,

“People would smell the coffes
roasting amnd come in and ask lor i,

O Sasurdays, we sdd hundreds (of
cups),” soid Kenion,

Larraffos Coffee then expanded o
Ausiralin Fair shopping centre and
continues to sell only coffee and coffee
producis without Feod — a formula that
many sald would never work,

Renion apened the sceond Larrallas
ontler st Harbour Town shopping
centre last year.

He has now decided 1o franchise the
bhusiness amd has plans 0 open

Kenton Campbell = cofies is more than a drink

Arisbane and Sunshine Coasi owotleis,

The busimess this year furmed over
mrre than §1 million, compansd with
5110 00dF im % Tarst vear in 19946,

The secret to the business® suceess is
simple. according o Kenton,

*“Ir's goond colTee, We order the bes
frovm an ineparter i Svdney amd roasi
it Tresh.™

Flaces Irom which beans are sourced

inclwdes Colombsa, Guatemals, Brazil
and Papua Mew CGuinea, and pans
of Adrica.

S0 whal comstitwbes thi perfect cup?

It should be freshly roasted and
reshly ground, bt there is no one
perfeet cup, sys Kenion,

“Evervone lkes thelrs differenily.

*There are so many sariahlcs and so
many dillerent ways.™



